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Another busy, active and
productive year for LOSRA

As it’s a brand new year, it occurred to us that, unless you
get our weekly e-bulletin or check our website, or came to our
Annual General Meeting and heard the Chairman’s Report,
many of you might not be aware of what we’ve been doing dur-
ing they year and some of the achievements, however modest,
we are able to highlight.

So we thought that in this New Year newsletter we would do
a review of the year to let you know what we’ve been up to, and
the aspects of everyone’s lives in Lower Sunbury where we’ve
been trying to improve things or prevent potentially negative
things happening.
Sunbury BESS
Several versions of an original planning application for a bat-
tery storage facility next to the EcoPark were submitted by a
developer. We worked closely with other local Residents Asso-
ciations to prepare and present a united front objecting to the
original application, and subsequent modifications, and suc-
ceeded in persuading Spelthorne’s Planning Committee to ig-
nore the Planning Officer’s advice and to reject the application
(which has now gone to appeal) [See separate piece inside].
Interaction with local police
During the year, we had 2 Committee visits from our then local
PCSO to discuss local issues; she and a colleague were also
present at our AGM, but called away. We have established con-
tact with her replacement, PCSO Mark Lappin, and anticipate
regular meetings with him during the forthcoming year.
Local Government Reorganisation
Throughout the year, we have maintained liaison with our local
Ward & County Councillors, including attendance at our meet-
ings; we also attend the regular Spelthorne Council Residents
Forum meetings with other residents & RAs. LOSRA supported
the proposal for 3 unitary authorities, drawing together the 3
boroughs bordering the River Thames into one, which was sub-
sequently overturned by Government. There is a separate article
about the reorganisation inside the newsletter.
Slum boats
We have maintained liaison with the Environment Agency and
Spelthorne Council to pressure slum boat owners to move.
Spelthorne Local Plan
We attended the Examination in Public meetings with the In-
spector appointed by the Planning Inspectorate and responded
to various consultations.
Avenue Parade defibrillator project
We collaborated with and supported the Lower Sunbury Busi-
ness Community (LSBC) initiative — see separate piece inside.
Spelthorne Design Code
Committee members attended public meetings to give our
views on how this should apply to Lower Sunbury.

Water quality Monitoring

Thames river water quality has been periodically monitored to

detect pollution.

Website refresh

The LOSRA website giving details of upcoming events & items

in the news has been updated and refreshed — please check you

have signed up to our regular weekly e-bulletin.

Thames Water A308 closure/crash barrier installation

LOSRA challenged Thames Water regarding their alternative

traffic diversions and inadequate communication. We organised a

public question time session at our AGM in June, prompting rec-

ord attendance by members.

Guest speaker at AGM

We were pleased to welcome Lincoln Jopp MC MP as guest

speaker at our AGM, who gave us an insight into his work and

aspirations as our new MP.

Planning applications

During the year, we have had various discussions with residents

and owners regarding proposed planning developments providing

help and guidance where necessary or requested.

Support for Sunbury Health Centre

LOSRA has had a long-term involvement with the Patient Partic-

ipation group, working to improve and broaden the services pro-

vided. We contributed half of the cost of a new TV screen for the

waiting room with LSBC, and organised the refreshed art display.

Sunbury Matters

We published regular articles keeping residents updated on mat-

ters of interest.

Lime bikes

LOSRA made representation to SBC re dumped bikes in and

around Sunbury.

Eco Park Community Liaison Group

We attended regular meetings with other local Residents Associ-

ations and the Eco Park management.

Christmas Market

Once again, we had a stand at the LSBC Christmas market to

encourage interaction with residents.

LOSRA Committee membership

During the year we have recruited three new members, and we

are now up to full strength with no vacancies on the Committee.
As you can see, a lot of what we do is not necessarily hugely

exciting or glamorous, but most of it is either necessary, or desir-

able if we are going to maintain the quality of life in Lower Sun-

bury when there are so many challenges through economic, so-

cial and political circumstances. We hope you agree that having

LOSRA keeping an eye on things makes a helpful contribution to

local life in increasingly difficult and uncertain times.

Finally, on behalf of the LOSRA Committee, we wish you all

the very best for the New Year.



Local Government Reorganisation -
what it means for Lower Sunbury

On 28 October 2025, the Government confirmed its preferred
option for Surrey’s Local Government Reorganisation: two new
unitary authorities. This decision will reshape how local ser-
vices are delivered and governed across the county.

The Two-Unitary Model

Surrey will be divided into East Surrey and West Surrey uni-
tary councils. Spelthorne will join the western grouping along-
side Guildford, Waverley, Runnymede, Elmbridge, and Wo-
king. Each new authority will take on all responsibilities cur-
rently split between Surrey County Council and the district/
borough councils—covering areas such as highways, Adult
social Care, education, planning, and waste collection in one
Authority.

Transition and Timeline

To prepare for the change, voluntary joint committees have
already been established to coordinate the disaggregation of
Surrey County Council and combining the existing Districts and
Boroughs. The formal Structural Changes Order is expected
in early 2026 to officially confirm the timescales. Elections for
the new councils will then be formally announced for 7 May
2026, with full implementation of the Unitaries (Vesting Day)
scheduled for 1 April 2027.

English Devolution and Community Empowerment

This reorganisation aligns with the Government’s English De-
volution and Community Empowerment Bill, introduced in
July 2025. The Bill aims to devolve powers and strengthen local
accountability, creating opportunities for communities to influ-
ence decisions more directly.

What It Means for Spelthorne

- Service Integration: Residents will see a single larger Unitary
council responsible for all local services, reducing duplication.

- Financial Pressures: While efficiencies are expected,
Spelthorne’s current financial challenges mean careful manage-
ment will be essential. Being in the same Unitary as Woking
also poses risk.

- Local Identity: Preserving Spelthorne’s unique character
within a larger unitary structure remains a priority for LOSRA.

Spelthorne Council faces financial
crisis as Chief Executive steps down

Why Resident Associations Matter

With governance moving to larger authorities, there’s a risk of
a democratic deficit—where local voices are diluted. This
makes the role of groups like the Lower Sunbury Residents’
Association more important than ever.

Neighbourhood Area Committees

Neighbourhood Area Committees are to be set up (Surrey
County Council is already piloting these in areas). LOSRA is
hopeful of playing an important role in a Neighbourhood Area
Committee representing Lower Sunbury Residents. By engag-
ing in consultations, scrutinising decisions, and championing
community priorities, LOSRA can ensure that local interests
are not lost in the transition.

What You Can Do

Be Heard: Become a LOSRA member, attend our meetings
and subscribe to our E-bulletin to be informed from a local per-
spective. Ensure your voices form part of our representation to
Neighbourhood Area Committees.

Stay Up To Date: Follow updates from Spelthorne Council
and Surrey County Council
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losses, supported by external advisors.
However, market volatility and potential
price reductions pose a significant residu-
al risk to anticipated gains, compounded
by the complexities of Local Government

Spelthorne Borough Council is grappling
with a critical financial situation follow-
ing years of high stakes borrowing, as
Chief Executive Daniel Mouawad an-
nounces his departure after eight years at
the helm.

Government Intervention

A Best Value Inspection published earlier
this year concluded that Spelthorne’s fi-
nancial position is “critical,” citing weak
governance, insufficient reserves, and
overly optimistic income projections.

In May 2025, the Ministry of Hous-
ing, Communities and Local Government
intervened, appointing commissioners to
oversee drastic savings of £8.6 million by
2028/29, to restructure services and man-
age the debt, and address weak govern-
ance and lack of long-term planning.
Debt and Dependency
The council was advised it had not been
setting aside enough to repay loan capital
(Minimum Revenue Provision). This an-

nual charge must rise sharply, from
around £15 million to over £50 million,
which was unachievable without reduc-
ing debt. Action was essential.

On 17 November, Spelthorne ap-
proved a Debt Rescheduling Strategy to
reshape £905 million of long-term debt,
taking advantage of volatile gilt rates.
Older loans carried very low interest, so
the Government’s Debt Management
Office offered a £342 million discount
for early repayment. This allowed the
council to clear older debt and replace it
with a smaller amount, though at a higher
interest rate.

The discount will be spread over 10
years to ease the impact on annual repay-
ments. As a result, the council now holds
a smaller overall debt, at a higher interest
rate, more closely aligned to the current
value of its commercial assets.

In parallel, a structured asset disposal
strategy is under way to avoid fire-sale

Reorganisation.

Leadership Change

On 12 December 2025, Spelthorne con-
firmed that Daniel Mouawad will step
down as Chief Executive after 8 years.
Terry Collier, the existing S151 Officer
and Deputy Chief Executive has been
appointed Interim Chief Executive whilst
Spelthorne advertise for a temporary re-
placement.

What’s Next?

Spelthorne faces a pivotal period of re-
structuring under commissioner oversight
alongside Local Government Reorganisa-
tion where it will become part of the
newly formed West Unitary by 1% April
2027.

Spelthorne's roadmap is one of cau-
tious recovery: refinancing debt, method-
ical asset disposals, service reviews for
savings, rigorous oversight, and strategic
alignment with upcoming local govern-
ment reorganisation.



Sunbury BESS scheme rejected but goes to
appeal while ‘zombie projects’ are weeded out

Those who have maintained the stami-
na to follow the long-running Sunbury
BESS story, involving the proposed battery
energy storage scheme for the site off
Charlton Lane, will know that LOSRA has
been closely involved throughout.

In this we have been fortunate to have,
both on our committee and on that of our
neighbouring Residents’ Association in
Shepperton, members with both the time
and industry expertise to gather relevant
data and analyse what was actually being
proposed.

We have used this knowledge both to
make clear to the decision-makers in
Spelthorne our opposition to the scheme
and to encourage concerned residents to
make their own views known as well.

As a result, despite the fact that the
Planning Officer, for whatever reason, rec-
ommended approval of the latest version of
the scheme, it was refused planning per-
mission at the Spelthorne BC Planning
Committee Meeting on 17 September
2025.

It has since been taken to Appeal,
where it is, at the time of writing, awaiting
judgement by the national Planning Inspec-
torate.

In the meantime two significant gov-
ernment announcements have been made
concerning the future of the UK’s electrici-
ty network, both of which align with
LOSRA'’s view that, whilst battery energy

Lower Sunbury Street
Improvement Scheme:

Update

storage is vital to the future of the grid,
it must involve the right installations in
the right places — which the Sunbury
BESS scheme plainly is not!

The first was made by the Office of
Gas and Electricity Markets (OFGEM)
on 4 December to publicise the funding
of developments to both the gas and
electricity networks for the five years
from April 2026 to March 2031.

From the total proposed expendi-
ture of £28bn, £10.3bn has been allo-
cated as investment to ‘strengthen the
electricity transmission network, im-
prove reliability and expand capacity to
support the electrification of the econo-
my and drive growth’.

This will involve the replacement of
ageing infrastructure, provision of new
transmission lines and the reinforce-
ment of the grid.

The more immediately relevant
announcement from Sunbury’s point of
view came four days later from the
UK’s National Energy System Operator
(NESO), which has been working to
transform the process by which new
supply and demand projects apply to be
connected to the electricity grid.

The queue of such applications -
historically managed on a first-come,
first-served basis — had become ridicu-
lously large, reaching over 700
GigaWatts of output, around four times

Great Britain’s projected need by 2030.

NESO has spent much of 2025 re-
assessing this queue in order to prioritise
those applicant projects that are ‘shovel-
ready’ for developers to move onto site.

This has involved the downgrading of
stalled or speculative schemes, character-
ised as ‘zombie projects’, and the parallel
promotion of those that have met readi-
ness criteria such as strategic importance
and the securing of planning consent.

In defining that strategic importance,
NESO has divided the country into trans-
mission zones and prioritised those with
the greatest need between now and 2030.
Overall, there are currently about three
times as many battery projects planned as
could be handled by the grid.

NESO has prioritised southern Scot-
land for the first phase of development,
with North Wales, the Mersey and the
Humber zones to follow.

The London and the South East zone,
in which Sunbury sits, is nearly five
times over-subscribed for battery projects
and sits low down the priority list.

On 8 December NESO started ad-
vising the many hundreds of connection
applicants as to whether their project met
the new connection criteria.

Given the priorities that have been
defined, it would seem unlikely that the
Sunbury BESS scheme could comply;
time will tell!

A sense of community spiritis
alive and well in Lower Sunbury

New residents to Lower Sunbury, after they have lived here for a while,

The LSSIS published its Engagement Stage 3 Re-
port on the Commonplace platform
(lowersunbury.commonplace.is) recently and we
have been advised that Surrey's bid for funding has
now been submitted to Central Government.

A total of 355 individuals responded to the
latest round of engagement, making a total of more
than 1,000 responses over the three engagement
stages.

The proposals for Hawke Park and Green Street
were well received as were the recent changes to
the proposals for the junction of Harfield Road and
Lower Hampton Road. However some proposals
have had less support, in particular the introduction
of rain gardens and pavement widening in Manor
Lane.

As a result, whilst most of the recommended
proposals will be taken forward (with modest re-
finements), further design and community engage-
ment would be necessary before any proposals for
Manor Lane are considered for delivery.

In any event it has been recommended that,
with modest refinements, proposals for Thames
Street/Lower Hampton Road, The Avenue, Green
Street and Hawke Park be taken forward.

A further meeting with the Thames Street/The
Avenue stakeholder group is to be held in January.

talk positively about ‘A sense of community spirit’. This is rather hard to de-
fine but it is often evident in the various voluntary and community groups in
the area, such as LOSRA, The Lower Sunbury Business Community, the Sun-
bury Community Ferry, the Patient Participation Group at the health centre
and so on.

Although these groups have specific aims, they don’t operate in total iso-
lation. They often cross-fertilise ideas and work together on various tangible
projects that will benefit the local community. An idea from one group might
be acted on by another group or even become a shared project. 2025 saw a
number of such projects come to fruition:

LOSRA and the Lower Sunbury Business Community joint-purchased a
new larger information screen for the Sunbury Health Centre, which was in-
stalled by the Patient Participation Group.

Initial discussions between LOSRA and the Lower Sunbury Business
Community resulted in an emergency defibrillator being grant-funded by local
ward councillors and installed on the Avenue Parade.

Eagle-eyed residents may also have noticed two new information boards
appear last year. The Lower Sunbury Business Community worked with local
artist Daphne Clement to produce a colourful display board on the Avenue
Parade with funding from Surrey County Council.

Sunbury Community Ferry also applied for funding from Surrey CC to
design and produce a map and community notice board, managed by LOSRA
and the ferry, on Kings Lawn.

None of the projects would have happened without the hard work and dedi-
cation of the various groups, all contributing to further that ‘sense of commu-
nity spirit” for all of us.



Friends of Sunbury Park:
New book on ‘Sunbury Walled Garden:
Trees and Shrubs’ published soon

In the new year FoSP will be publishing a brand-new booklet
to add to its catalogue of publications about the Park. This one
is called “Sunbury Walled Garden: Trees and Shrubs” and it’s a
very substantial 112-page bound volume written by local resi-
dent and FoSP Committee member Dr. Phil Cribb, who is a
Fellow of The Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, and an interna-
tionally known botanist.

He has identified, described and photographed just about all
the trees and shrubs in the Walled Garden, and categorised them
by location within the Garden, so that the booklet provides a
detailed and hugely informative guide to help visitors enjoy the
Garden to the full. It’s an impressive and fascinating piece of
work.

The book will be priced at £9.00 and will be available from
the Embroidery Gallery. The exact publication date is not
known yet, but it will be publicised on the FoSP Facebook page
and in the LOSRA e-bulletin and website. Our existing booklets
on the Birds, Butterflies, Trees, Flowers and Fungi of the Park
and Orchard Meadow are all available in the Gallery.

On other subjects, the cows left a few weeks early this year,
as the dry weather inhibited grass growth and there was insuffi-
cient pasture for them. There will be a new batch in the spring.

THE LOSRA COMMITTEE

82 The Avenue

Jyoti Banerjee 8 Harfield Road

Tamali Basak 38 Sutherland Avenue

Colleen Cuthbert (Secretary & Membership Secretary)
8 Maryland Way, TW16 6HR

lain Findlay (Treasurer) 58 Thames Street

John Hirsh 21 School Walk

Neil Huntingford Summer House, Wheatleys Ait

Chris Hyde 29 Queensway

Svatopluk Ludvik 64 Thames Street

Oliver Parr Orchard House, Thames Street

Stacey Pinto (Vice Chair) 37 Sutherland Avenue

Tim Rosser 22 Harfield Road

Nigel Spooner 36 Kingsmead Avenue

Paul Thompson (Chair) 12 Brackenwood

Paul Watts (President) 87 The Avenue

Clare Amin

07971 173752
07973 323440
07459 693876

Embroidery Gallery looking
for additional Trustees

The Sunbury Embroidery Gallery is looking for new Trustees to
strengthen its Board as they pursue the fundraising programme
for Gallery redevelopment and explore new opportunities.

Role

Trustees oversee the charity’s activities, ensure good governance,
monitor finances, and help shape long-term strategy. The role
includes quarterly meetings and where possible and appropriate
contributing expertise, time or skills to support the Gallery’s
work.

Skills and experience

No prior Trustee experience is required, but backgrounds in fi-
nance, management, marketing, or arts and culture are especially
valuable. Most importantly, candidates should have genuine in-
terest in the Gallery, its community role, and commitment to its
objectives and philosophy

The Team

The Trustees are a dedicated and experienced team, and always
welcome fresh perspectives. Recent appointee Jenny Starr, a pro-
fessional arts and charity fundraiser, has already added vital in-
sight.

Get Involved

To learn more and to discuss becoming a Trustee, contact the
Trustees at admin@sunburygallery.org

Please help by paying your
2026 LOSRA subscription

We are now into a new year as far as LOSRA subscrip-
tions are concerned, so it would help us greatly if you
could chip in with your contribution, which remains
pegged at £5.00 per annum, with an alternative of Life
membership for £100.00.

We have our usual programme of newsletters and
other activities to fund, plus the ever-present threat of
needing to pay for legal advice and representation for ma-
jor planning issues.

You can pay your subscription by using one of the
methods set out below.

01932 783606
01932 783739
07515 637474
07973 124085
07854 147935
07548 896139
07799 411902
07894 834277
07768 141178
07887 898874
07788 107500
01932 788449

LOSRA MEMBERSHIP FOR 2026 PAYMENT OPTIONS

By Standing Order

You may pay by setting up a standing order with your bank. Please make payments to Lower Sunbury Residents Association at
Barclays Bank, Account number: 90581194 Sort Code: 20 46 73. Subsequent payments to be made on 1st January each year.
Please use LOSRA with your house number and post code as a reference.

By cheque or cash

The annual subscription is still just £5 per household and voluntary donations are always welcome. For payment by cheque or
cash, please use the form below and deliver to Colleen Cuthbert, Membership Secretary, 8 Maryland Way TW16 6HR or any
other committee member as listed. Alternatively drop your payment into Skinners Newsagents/Post Office in Avenue Parade, or
The Good Estate Agent, 101 Green Street. Please make cheques payable to Lower Sunbury Residents Association .

Via PayPal
This can be done on the web site at www.LOSRA.org
Life Membership

There is also the option of Life Membership of £100 with a one-off payment.
If you are not sure that you are up to date with your payments or you need further information about membership, please contact
Colleen Cuthbert, Membership Secretary, on 01932 783606 or by email colleen.cuthbert@btinternet.com and we will be pleased

to advise.
Thank you very much for your continued support.

Membership payment slip 2026 for CHEQUES OR CASH

I wish to pay the annual subscription to LOSRA of £5.00 per household or a Life Subscription of £100.00

I wish to make a donation to LOSRA of £..........

NAIME/S. o s
AdAIesS ..o



